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Table 2. Association of Marabou Storks with large mammals (habitat indicated) 

Date/time 

Number of birds observed 

14 May 1988 (15:45 hrs) 

14 May 1988 (16:00 hrs) 

18 May 1988 (16:00 hrs) 

19 May 1988 (16:30-17:30 hrs) 

6 birds with mixed herds of Impalas, Wildebeests 
and Zebras. Spotted grassland. 

5 birds with a heard of Giraffes (6). Spotted grass¬ 
land. 

5 birds with Impalas. Spotted grassland. 

9 birds with mixed herds of Wildebeests, and Zebras 
and one male Impala. Spotted grassland. 
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Long life-span and sedentariness of birds in North Nandi Forest, Kenya. 

Survival in tropical passerines is known to be relatively high (Fry 1980, Brown & 
Pomeroy 1984, Urban 1975). Longevities of ten years or more have been recorded for 
passerines in Malawi (Dowsett 1985, Hanmer 1987, Piper 1987), while a remarkable 
twenty-year-old Cameroon Sombre Greenbul Andropadus curvirostris has been recorded 
in Kakamega Forest (Zimmermann 1986). A Rufous Thrush Stizorhinafraseri was mist- 
netted by Christine Dranzoa at Erika Forest, Uganda 15 years after it was ringed (C. 
Dranzoa pers. comm.). 

The National Museum of Kenya and the Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienna, under¬ 
took joint expeditions to the North Nandi Forest in western Kenya in 1978 and 1979. In 
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1979 about 600 birds were ringed and released in the southern part of the forest near 
Chemisia (at about 1° 15N, 35 00E). From 24-29 September 1988 this site was revisited 
and 131 individuals were captured. Of these 131, three were birds originally captured 
between 18-23 November 1979 and were thus at least nine years old. They were a female 
Brown-chested Alethe Alethe poliocephalus , recaptured 100 m from the original site 
together with a male; a male Banded Prinia Prinia bairdii recaptured 150 m from the 
original site, which had been nearer the forest edge; and a male Red-headed Bluebill 
Spermophaga ruficapilla recaptured within 30 m of the original site. All three birds were 
in adult plumage when first caught in 1979. They had changed little in weight between the 
two captures (Brown-chested Alethe 30.0 g in 1979 and 1988, Banded Prinia 14.0 g in 
1979 and 13.0 g in 1988, Red-headed Bluebill, 25.5 g in 1979 and 28.0 g in 1988, when 
the crop was heavily filled with seeds). 

The three species remained in the same territories in spite of the structural changes due 
to selective removal of mature trees, that North Nandi Forest had undergone. The 
encroachment of characteristic forest-edge bird species into the interior points to the need 
for the total protection of this forest. 
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